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Thank you, Joe, and thank you, ladies and
gentlemen.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:05 p.m. in the
Residence at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Joseph A. Califano, Jr., president,
National Center on Addiction and Substance
Abuse; former First Lady Nancy Reagan; Peter
A. Lund, president and CEO, CBS, Inc.; and San-
ford I. Weill, chairman and CEO, The Travelers
Group, Inc.

Memorandum on the Certification of
North Korea
March 18, 1997

Presidential Determination No. 97–20

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: U.S. Contribution to KEDO:
Certification Under the Heading
‘‘Nonproliferation, Anti-Terrorism,
Demining and Related Programs’’ in Title II
of the Foreign Operations, Export Financing,
and Related Programs Appropriations Act,
1997 (as enacted in Public Law 104–208)

Pursuant to the requirements set forth
under the heading ‘‘Nonproliferation, Anti-
Terrorism, Demining and Related Programs’’
in title II of the Foreign Operations, Export
Financing, and Related Programs Appropria-
tions Act, 1997 (as enacted in Public Law
104–208), I certify that:

(1)(A) the United States is taking
steps to assure that progress is made on
the implementation of the January 1,
1992, Joint Declaration on the
Denuclearization of the Korean Penin-
sula and the implementation of the
North-South dialogue, and (B) North
Korea is complying with the other provi-
sions of the Agreed Framework between
North Korea and the United States and
with the Confidential Minute;

(2) North Korea is cooperating fully
in the canning and safe storage of all
spent fuel from its graphite-moderated
nuclear reactors and that such canning
and safe storage is scheduled to be com-
pleted by the end of fiscal year 1997;
and

(3) North Korea has not significantly
diverted assistance provided by the

United States for purposes for which it
was not intended.

You are authorized and directed to report
this determination to the Congress and to
publish it in the Federal Register.

William J. Clinton

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on March 19.

Remarks Announcing the
Nomination of George Tenet To Be
Director of Central Intelligence and
an Exchange With Reporters
March 19, 1997

The President. Good afternoon. I have
just completed a very productive meeting
with the Senate and House chairs and rank-
ing minority members of the Budget Com-
mittee, and all of you know I’m about to leave
in a few hours for Helsinki for my meeting
with President Yeltsin. But before we discuss
those things, I want to announce my inten-
tion to nominate George Tenet, who is stand-
ing here with me with his family, currently
the acting Director of the CIA, as the Direc-
tor of Central Intelligence. He brings a
wealth of experience and skill to the chal-
lenge of leading our intelligence community
into the 21st century.

Beginning in 1995, he served with real dis-
tinction as Deputy Director under John
Deutch. Prior to that, he was my senior aide
for intelligence at the National Security
Council. He did a superb job of helping to
set out our intelligence priorities for new
challenges. And at the CIA, he has played
a pivotal role in putting these priorities into
place and leading the intelligence community
in meeting the demands of the post-cold-war
world.

As the long-time staff director of the Sen-
ate Select Committee on Intelligence,
George Tenet understands the essential role
Congress must play in the intelligence com-
munity’s work. Since joining our administra-
tion, he has maintained a strong relationship
in Congress. He knows well the concerns of
the intelligence community as well. He
knows that I must have the unvarnished
truth. He knows how critical timely, reliable
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